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Spc. Wilkerson had just returned from a tour in Iraq, completed the required reintegration training
and was now ready to take his much-anticipated block leave with his Family. After making
several trips to load the family SUV, all preparations were completed and the Family was ready
for their 13-hour trip to the Sunshine State to visit relatives and relax. As everyone was buckling
their seat belts, Wilkerson asked his wife if she had the directions and was ready to assume her
“navigator” duties for the long trip. She quickly said, “No, I don’t. Didn’t you complete our TRiPS
planning when you submitted your leave form? That’s where we always get our directions.”
Wilkerson was speechless and shook his head in disbelief. He knew he had forgotten this
important step in their vacation planning.

Unfortunately, the Army has seen a rise in privately owned vehicle (POV) accidents during the
first quarter of fiscal 2009. Most of these accidents involve either poor judgment or indiscipline
which contributed to the loss of a Soldier and, in some cases, also claimed the lives of innocent
civilians. Often during our hurried schedules, the little things that are not routinely performed
become forgotten or overlooked. When it comes to driving a POV, this can lead to an accident.
So, how do we ensure our Soldiers remain vigilant and cognizant of the little things? The answer
resides within the roles of our noncommissioned officers and Families.

Noncommissioned officers are our Army’s first line of defense in supervising Soldiers’ on-duty
and off-duty activities. They enforce standards and provide essential guidance and mentoring for
our Soldiers by demonstrating the Army values in their everyday lives. Likewise, through their
sharing of lessons learned and best practices, noncommissioned officers can influence Soldier
actions before an incident occurs by ensuring on-duty and off-duty composite risk management
(CRM) tools are not overlooked and forgotten.

What's equally important is Family members becoming actively engaged in the business of
keeping Soldiers safe by being a “home-front battle buddy.” The Army recognizes that the
strength of the Soldier comes from the strength of their Families, and engaged Families can
positively impact a Soldier’s decision-making process. Their involvement in completing the online
TRiPS process at https://safety.army.mil allows Family members to participate in the risk
assessment process and, subsequently, risk mitigation. An important and critical point to
remember is users of TRiPS are 6.5 times less likely to be in a fatal POV accident than non-
TRiPS users

I ask you to involve your Soldiers’ Family members in your organizational activities as often as
practicable. Encourage them to take a look at the tools available in the Family Engagement Kit,
which is located on the USACRC Web site. The kit provides the resources Families need to
understand the risks facing our Soldiers, meet the challenges of off-duty safety and lend a hand
in the identification of off-duty hazards that may go overlooked.



I ask each of you to remain vigilant about safety and apply CRM to all daily activities, both on and
off duty. The little things, when not properly taken into account, can quickly become
overwhelming and, if not properly factored in, fatal. I thank each of you for your efforts and ask
for your continued help in protecting our most vital resource – our Soldiers.

Army Safe is Army Strong!
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