
Around the globe, motorcyclists throughout our great Army are removing the dust covers from their bikes and 
charging up the batteries, eager to begin the 2010 riding season. Ask any motorcycle enthusiast what they enjoy 
most about their hobby and they'll probably tell you it's the exhilaration and freedom that comes with open air and a 
long stretch of highway. With more motorcycles than ever registered on Army installations, it's clear riding has 
become the off-duty activity of choice for many of our Soldiers.

All the things that make motorcycling great, however, are also what make it so risky for inexperienced or 
undisciplined riders. Even so, during fiscal 2009, our Army made significant progress in turning the arrow down on 
motorcycle fatalities, with a 37-percent overall reduction from the previous fiscal year. The good news is we're on 
track to push that number even lower in fiscal 2010. More than halfway through the year, we've experienced three 
fewer fatalities as compared to the same time frame in fiscal 2009.

Although we've made great strides in reducing these fatalities, we haven't been able to escape the problem of 
indiscipline. Of the last 22 fatal accidents where speed was reported, 18 were attributed to excessive speed. And in 
the 33 fatal accidents between fiscal 2009 and to date in 2010 where the status of Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
training is known, an overwhelming 85 percent had completed an approved MSF course. These statistics show that 
even when these Soldiers had the proper training, many still chose to disregard the standard at the cost of their 
futures.

During the past few years, our Army leadership has responded to these issues with a variety of innovative programs 
geared toward keeping our Soldiers safe and responsible on their motorcycles. Included among these initiatives are 
the highly successful Motorcycle Mentorship Program (MMP), which pairs novice riders with experienced mentors in 
a friendly, peer group setting, and investment in motorcycle simulators to prepare Soldiers for common hazards on 
the open road. 

Another best practices initiative that's gaining ground on our installations is the progressive training model, where 
Soldiers begin their motorcycle safety experience in the Army-mandated Basic RiderCourse, but progress through 
higher-level training to build upon and sustain advanced riding skills. This initiative will be fully resourced in fiscal 
2012 and beyond across our Army, but these great efforts at installations across the force are making a big difference 
already.

The importance of engaged leadership in Soldier safety is without question the most important and enduring effort we 
owe our Soldiers. Ultimately, it is up to the individual to make the right decisions to stay alive, but Leaders and 
buddies can help. As we observe Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month this May, I ask you to take ownership of your 
safety and find out if your installation offers any of these great programs. More information on the MMP, installation-
specific rider associations and clubs and upcoming rider events are all available on the USACR/Safety Center Web 
site at https://safety.army.mil/mmp/. Always remember that even when you're off the installation, your duties and 
obligations as a Soldier remain, regardless of state or local law, so keep that personal protective equipment on and 
wear it properly.

The next few months will offer perfect conditions for riding and other fun activities, so make sure you're prepared for 
wherever the road may take you. We kicked off our annual Army Safe Summer campaign in April, and a wealth of 
summer safety information is available via the "Campaign Corner" tab on our Web site. Please share this information 
with your fellow Soldiers and Families to make this summer your most enjoyable yet.

Thank you for what you do every day for our nation and our Army. Our Band of Brothers and Sisters remains strong 
due to your work and dedication, and I wish each of you a safe and happy start to the summer season.

Army Safe is Army Strong! 
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