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Taking Care of Our Own

There is a lot going on in our Army.  In over six years of sustained combat operations on two fronts, 
brave Soldiers continue to answer the call of our great nation.  There’s one thing going on in our 
Army, however, that does not make sense – losing Soldiers to accidents.  I will be the first to admit 
I don’t have all the answers. Two trends in particular we need your help with. First summer, more 
specifically the last quarter, which is, historically, the deadliest time of year for Soldiers. Second 
should be no surprise; privately owned vehicle (POV) and motorcycle accidents are on the rise and 
have claimed over 90 Soldiers’ lives so far this fiscal year!  We need to reverse these trends and get a 
handle on these senseless losses.  

Recently, the U.S. Army Combat Readiness/Safety Center opened a forum on the Army Battle 
Command Knowledge System (BCKS) called Army Safety Net which allows Leaders and safety 
professionals to share information affecting our force.  Brig. Gen. Forrester and I pose questions over 
the Army Safety, NCO and Warrant Officer nets to draw from the experience of our force and we thank 
all who participate. Awesome points are being made and I agree that we (the Army) need to take 
action.  We need to carry these discussions over to our formations and educate the force, especially 
about motorcycles.  

Gas prices are to the point, I dare say, of making most everyone a potential motorcycle buyer or 
knowing someone who is. Banning motorcycles, as I have heard some prescribe to, is not the answer. 
Education is key; motorcycle mentorship programs and riding with groups that abide by the law are 
great ways to make motorcycle riding a life skill.  More importantly, mentorship and group rides show 
motorcyclists taking responsibility for their sport.  Leaders - every Soldier in my mind - need to take 
the hard right over the easy wrong. Make on-the-spot corrections; everyone in our Army is a Safety 
Officer/NCO and can tactfully exercise general military authority on and off duty. Some advocate Line 
of Duty (LOD) investigations and AR 600-8-4 outlines the rules governing line of duty and misconduct 
determinations. A LOD can be the hammer, but there are other effective tools, ones with less drastic 
consequences, we can implement.   

When it comes to motorcycle accidents, where do we put the onus? On riders? Or with those who 
turn their heads and let accidents happen? How many of you have seen Letters of Reprimand or 
Article 15s used for violations; wouldn’t these be relevant for Soldiers not riding with personal 
protective equipment (PPE) or driving recklessly? Although I’m referring to motorcycles, similar issues 
exist with POVs and should not be overlooked when taking action to move left of the boom.  

We continually receive great suggestions and here are a few received via the Army Safety Net: 

Installations could hold a one-day motorcycle safety stand down for riders. Ask them how they would 
solve the problem of motorcycle mishaps and publish the recommendations in the installation 
newspapers for awareness.



Fort Drum conducted a motorcycle rally in conjunction with a division run. Motorcyclists were not only 
exempt from the run; they also led the division during the run. Afterward, riders conducted a ride and 
returned to a barbeque, where Leaders conducted professional development about motorcycles.  

I visited Fort Campbell and learned the installation imposes a $30 fine to Soldiers who aren’t wearing their 
PPE on post.

We need to take care of our own. If we make it too tough for Soldiers to ride on the installation, they will 
find other places where we can’t police them. What are we doing to bring it back where we can get our arms 
around it? Leaders are engaging at all levels. TRADOC Headquarters and other commands have conducted 
motorcycle mentorship rides, including the SMA and V Corps CSM. What are we not doing or what can we 
do better?  

This summer, longer days directly impact the level of fatigue we experience when trying to cram well-
deserved time off into short periods of time. Don’t push yourself beyond the limit, manage your time off and 
have fun this summer. Your nation, Family and Army need you.

Army Safe is Army Strong!
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